The Pines don't feel I could have got more out of my friendship for him again and with him, during thirty unclouded years, in the course of which I don't think we had one single 'upset'. I agree—the type of the true man of letters was peculiar to that period —or rather is not to be found to-day—they started under the shadow or illumination of great names, under the discipline of awe, and without the obligation to take up demolition as a business, and iconoclasm as a pastime. I would like to see Lafourcade's Swinburne. May I send for it or is there a chance of your bringing it to the Tate on Monday? If you see Max, I wish you would remind him that at the National Portrait Gallery we are pale with waiting for his life of Irving.
I sent Lafourcade's Early Life ofSwinkum to Charteris, a remarkable study, to my mind, of the poet. Gosse, too, thought highly of it. Lafourcade also quotes long passages from Leslia Brandon, the early unpublished novel of which Thomas Wise possessed the manuscript, and refers to the strong influence on Swinburne of the writings of the Marquis de Sade. 'What an extraordinary favour the Marquis de Sade is enjoying now!' wrote Lafourcade during 1930. To think that in Victorian England his name was unmentionable, and now he is hailed as "one of the greatest of writers" and "a serious thinker", Swinburne who styled him an "illustrious benefactor of humanity" (but with his tongue in his cheek) would be surprised at this turn of the wheel of fame —I shall always remember how Gosse nearly had a fit when I first mentioned to him the name of de Sade in connection with Swinburne/
And how shocked Watts-Dunton would have been at Lafourcade's detailed book, though Lafourcade writes sympathetically of Swinburne's great friend, Gosse was a little envious of Lafourcade, who was able to use material which Gosse's relations with Swinburne's family did not allow him to mention. Gosse had a strong bias against Watts-Dunton, which affected his later relations with Swinburne. I, too, had 108

